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1- Robert the Monk's: history of the first crusade, Ashgate Publishing Company,
Burlington,2005.
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Abstract

The crusades have formed a new milestone in the history of relations between
the Islamic east and western Europe, as with those wars, conflict increased, and a lot of

hostility effects of which still remain to our time.

The crusaders managed during their first crusade to configure three crusade
emirates for them in the east, close to the kingdom of Jerusalem. It is noted that what
has helped in the success of the crusaders in their campaign is the fragmentation of the
islamic forces, disparate and frequent infighting among themselves, as it led to the loss

of islamic forces to its unity and cohesion in the face of the crusader invaders.

In the midst of the first crusade, we find that the largest islamic forces
represented by the Fatimid's state had welcomed the crusader invaders, and the two
parties have agreed together to expel Seljuk Sunni from the Levant, and the sharing of
Sham between the crusaders and the Fatimid's to keep the north for the crusaders and
the south for the Fatimid's, to prove that the peaceful political and military relations
hosted by the Fatimid's with the crusaders at the beginning of the first crusade was
enough to the success of crusaders in their basic mission represented in the occupation
of the holy Jerusalem.

After the crusaders occupation to Jerusalem, they have reneged on their
promises towards the Fatimid's sharing Levant between the two sides, turning the
peaceful relations between the parties to the relationship runner in which its highlighted
chapters was ,the Fatimid's sent several campaigns to Palestine in an attempt to recover
Jerusalem, but these campaigns failed in their missions because of the Fatimid's
ignorance to real Jihad in the way of Allah, and their disregard to establish an islamic
unity including the shores of Egypt and the Levant, rather than the weakness of these

campaigns and the loss of firm and wise leadership.

Once the crusaders occupied Jerusalem and its environs of the cities, they have
confirmed their power, and then extended their influence to the fortified coastal cities
which represented the spearhead of the Fatimid's in attacking cities of the crusade
kingdom of Jerusalem, but Fatimid's were delinquents in defending those cities, despite

their large human and material potentials.
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The military effort, which was carried out by the Fatimid's against the Crusaders
in the Levant was getting the brunt at the time who was in the Fatimid's ministerial
position, ministers on the Sunni sect, as what happened with the minister Al Adel bin
Alsllar who tried to achieve a kind of military unity between Egypt and the Levant, but
his efforts were unsuccessful because of his assassination by the leaders of the Fatimid's
when he was about to carry out a campaign against the crusaders.

Muslim leader Nur al-Din Mahmoud has realized Egypt's importance in the
future of the islamic- crusade conflict, and took advantage of the weakness of Fatimid's
and their poor internal conditions, and deterioration of their military power, and has
sent several campaigns ended in entering his forces to Egypt, despite addressing him by
the Fatimid's and crusaders both, to be able to then commander Saladin from the
overthrow of the Fatimid's in Egypt and eliminate them politically and religiously,
despite plotted their remains in line with the crusaders and the other powers, then start a
new phase of islamic- crusade conflict entitled with the real islamic jihad against the

crusaders in the Levant.
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